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Mark Flood by Brian Sholis

At American Fine Arts, Texas-based artist Mark Flood presents collages made in the 1980's and paintings
made over the last two years. The collages, tucked away in the back room, are made from multiple copies
of mid-80's promotional posters the artist stockpiled while working at a record shop. Each celebrity is
comically reconfigured, often with a grossly enlarged head; one featuring Michael Jackson is uncannily
prescient of that star’s later surgical transformations. The large paintings in the main space play a more
serious game. Each work, executed in a handful of sharp, contrasting colors, presents the indexical mark of
a ripped piece of lace — laid down on the canvas, painted over, then removed — atop a more or less
monochrome background. Up close, one can see flowers and other motifs emerge from the patterning; step
away, and the irregularly shaped splashes of color are nearly abstract. That the “representational” parts of
each painting are simultaneously direct traces of an existing object and once-removed depictions of
something else makes the act of deciphering them delightfully complex.

April 29, 2004 to June 3, 2004 at American Fine Arts, New York



