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WILLIAM LAMSON

GOES VIDED

Since he was selected for the 30 in 2005, William Lamsan
has been b % way oo much fun. At T2ast that's what
the playful nature of his photographs a ideas
suggest.

In one videa, for instance, Lamson aitempts lo keep
balloans alaft by blowing on them, only to have them pop
as they inevitably come into contact with the ipiked
mask he is wearing. In another, dressed in a suil of tin
armaos, he attempts to shoot a c2n off his own head with a
BE gun.

Lamson cre @ Bard MFA program he completed
in 2006 with ins 2 paradigm thifl from taking
pictures to making pictures. Freed from constraints of
enting
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convention, he has been exploring 2nd expe
with a vengeance.

Where Lamzon's &

J dscapes in the
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g ways— hiding behind a
or doing a handstand in the
sak from the way 1I'd haen

r works ran to

seif-p

serizs consisls of concept
performandces in w
% in odd ar
cutlain, submerged ina
mididie was 3 b
working,” Lamson explains, “finding an interesting
landscape and finding ways Lo integrate my body into it.”
Lamson's wideo projecis have been
inventive, evinging a spirit 6f amateur scie
expefimen ged helivm-filled
balloons pop to the surface of |2 Bay, drift along
the surface and then air. In *Fall,” a
tetmeted fressed | falls™ through the black
space of 2 wind tunnel. In “Shoot Out.” Lamson uses a
contraption he built to catapult balloons filled with chalk
dust into the air and then shoots them with BB guns,
Lamson has been supporting his wacky perfarmance
projects by selling stock photographs from his travels
through Getty Images, but hé now worries that the
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faroad.

Abgve and left: Still images from Lamson’s imventive,
conceptual video work including “Shoot Out™
and =vital Capacity ™

plumm 2 prices of high-guality digital cameras is
undercutling the prices paid for stock phoTography.
=i can work full speed making stock pictures, but I'm
competing for a smaller and smaller part of the market.”
Though he has 2008 all booked with new video [deas,
Lamson has ved Lo still photography, most
rece als off the streer” by photo
graph
telephone po!
maltress st

tions: balloons fastened Lo
a "ladder™ of bananas tied to a tres, a
o an old tire. Way too much lun!




